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INVERSE PROBLEM ON DETERMINING TWO KERNELS IN

INTEGRO-DIFFERENTIAL EQUATION OF HEAT FLOW

D.K. DURDIEV, J.J. JUMAEV, D.D. ATOEV

Abstract. We study the inverse problem on determining the energy-temperature relation

𝜒(𝑡) and the heat conduction relation 𝑘(𝑡) functions in the one-dimensional integro-

differential heat equation. The direct problem is an initial-boundary value problem for

this equation with the Dirichlet boundary conditions. The integral terms involve the time

convolution of unknown kernels and a direct problem solution. As an additional information

for solving inverse problem, the solution of the direct problem for 𝑥 = 𝑥0 and 𝑥 = 𝑥1 is given.
We first introduce an auxiliary problem equivalent to the original one. Then the auxiliary

problem is reduced to an equivalent closed system of Volterra-type integral equations with

respect to the unknown functions. Applying the method of contraction mappings to this

system in the continuous class of functions, we prove the main result of the article, which a

local existence and uniqueness theorem for the inverse problem.

Keywords: Banach principle, resolvent, Volterra equation, operator equation, initial-

boundary problem, inverse problem, Green function.
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1. Introduction

Integro-differential equations with integral term of convolution type arise in many fields of
physics and applied mathematics for modeling the processes of heat and mass transfer with
finite propagation speed, systems with thermal memory, viscoelasticity problems and acoustic
waves in composite media. In [1] Gurtin and Pipkin derived the integro-differential equation

𝑢𝑡𝑡 = △𝑢(𝑥, 𝜏) +
𝑡∫︁

0

𝐾 ′(𝑡− 𝜏)△𝑢(𝑥, 𝜏)𝑑𝜏 + 𝑞(𝑥, 𝑡), (1.1)

describing the heat propagation in a media with memory at a finite speed. Here ∆ is the
Laplace operator in the variables 𝑥 = (𝑥1, . . . , 𝑥𝑛). Apart of equation (1.1), in the literature the
following equation

𝑢𝑡(𝑥, 𝑡) =

𝑡∫︁
0

𝐾(𝑡− 𝜏)△𝑢(𝑥, 𝜏)𝑑𝜏 + 𝑔(𝑥, 𝑡) (1.2)

was considered, it is of the first order in the time variable 𝑡. Nowadays, equations (1.1) and
(1.2) are referred to as the Gurtin-Pipkin equations. It can readily be seen that equation (1.1)
is derived from (1.2) by differentiating with respect to the variable 𝑡 if we let 𝐾(0) = 1 and
𝑞(𝑥, 𝑡) = 𝑔𝑡(𝑥, 𝑡).
In the linear theory of heat conduction in media with memory the constitutive equations

between heat flux and gradient of temperature contain integral terms over the past history of the
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material involving time-dependent convolution. In [2] Miller studied the existence, uniqueness,
and continuous dependence on parameters for solutions of the certain initial boundary value
problem for following system of integro-ifferential equations:

𝑒(𝑡, 𝑥) = 𝑒0 + 𝜒(0)𝜃(𝑡, 𝑥) +

𝑡∫︁
0

𝜒′(𝑡− 𝜏)𝜃(𝜏, 𝑥)𝑑𝜏,

𝑞(𝑡, 𝑥) = −𝑘(0)𝜃𝑥(𝑡, 𝑥)−
𝑡∫︁

0

𝑘′(𝑡− 𝜏)𝜃𝑥(𝜏, 𝑥)𝑑𝜏,

𝑒𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥) = −𝑞𝑥(𝑡, 𝑥) + 𝑟(𝑡, 𝑥),

(1.3)

where 𝑡 ∈ (0, 𝑇 ], 𝑥 ∈ (0; 𝑙), 𝑒𝑡 =
(︀
𝜕/𝜕𝑡

)︀
𝑒, 𝑞𝑥 =

(︀
𝜕/𝜕𝑥

)︀
𝑞. In (1.3) 𝜒(𝑡) and 𝑘(𝑡) are relaxation

functions of internal energy and heat flow, respectively. Moreover, 𝜃(𝑡, 𝑥) is a function of
temperature, 𝑟(𝑡, 𝑥) is an external heat source function.
The first and second equations in (1.3) are linearized (with respect to certain constant 𝑒0

energy) constitutive equations for internal energy and heat flow, respectively. The third equation
in (1.3) expresses the fundamental law of thermal conductivity, the Fourier law. For 𝑘(0) = 0
these equations represent the linearized theory for heat flow in a rigid, isotropic, homogeneous
material as proposed by Gurtin and Pipkin, see, for instance, [1], [3]. For 𝑘(0) > 0 the equations
represent an alternate linearized theory proposed by Coleman and Gurtin [4]. For the direct
problem consisting in determining the distribution of heat from some initial-boundary value
problem for equation (1.3) Grabmueller [5] gave a very general uniqueness proof for generalized
solutions in a Sobolev space and proved existence theorems in certain special situations.
The determination of the integral operator from the observable information about the

solutions of the corresponding equations is a new class of inverse problems that has not yet
been studied in details. In view of a wide range of applications, the theory of inverse problems
for integro-differential equations is one of the most urgent and rapidly developing direction in
mathematics.
The problem of determining the kernel𝐾(𝑡) of the integral term in equation (1.1) was studied

in many publications [6]–[14], see also the references therein, in which for one-dimensional
inverse problems the issues on well-posedness were investigated. Inverse problems to determine
time- and space-dependent kernels for initial, initial-boundary problem in hyperbolic integro-
differential equations with several additional conditions were studied in [15]-[26] and there were
proved existence, uniqueness and stability theorems.
In papers [27]-[31] inverse problems on determining the coefficients and kernel of parabolic

and pseudo-parabolic equation with several overdetermination conditions were investigated.
Solvability of these inverse problems in the classical and generalized sense were studied.
In the present paper, we study the inverse problem on determining the kernels of an inte-

gral convolution-type terms in the system of integro-differential equations (1.3) by the single
observations at the points 𝑥 = 𝑥0 and 𝑥 = 𝑥1.
Among the works close to our problem we mention [32]–[35]. In [32] the uniqueness theorem

for solution of kernel determination problem for one-dimensional heat conduction equation was
proven. Papers [33]–[35] dealt with the inverse problems of determining the kernel depending
on a time variable 𝑡 and (𝑛−1)-dimensional spatial variable 𝑥′ = (𝑥1, . . . , 𝑥𝑛−1). The main part
of the considered integro-differential equation was a 𝑛-dimensional heat conduction operator
and the integral term had a convolution type form with respect to unknown functions, which
the solutions of direct and inverse problem. In these works the theorems of existence and
uniqueness of problems solutions were obtained.
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It should also be noted that the statement of the problem and the technique used in this
paper differ from those in the above cited papers and the conditions in the theorems differ
essentially from those in them. A distinctive feature of this article is the inverse problem on
determining two unknown functions, we determine the energy-temperature relation 𝜒(𝑡) and
the heat conduction relation 𝑘(𝑡) functions in the integro-differential heat equation.

2. Problem and auxiliary constructions

It is supposed a rigid body occupies a fixed interval (0, 𝑙) (one dimensional case). We also
suppose that the functions 𝜒(𝑡) and 𝑘(𝑡) are sufficiently continuously differentiable functions.
If follows from (1.3) that

𝜃𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥) =− 𝜒′(0)

𝜒(0)
𝜃(𝑡, 𝑥) +

𝑘(0)

𝜒(0)
𝜃𝑥𝑥(𝑡, 𝑥)

+

𝑡∫︁
0

(︂
𝑘′(𝑡− 𝜏)

𝜒(0)
𝜃𝑥𝑥(𝜏, 𝑥)−

𝜒′′(𝑡− 𝜏)

𝜒(0)
𝜃(𝜏, 𝑥)

)︂
𝑑𝜏 +

𝑟(𝑡, 𝑥)

𝜒(0)
.

(2.1)

Throughout the paper 𝜒(0) and 𝑘(0) are given numbers such that 𝑘(0) > 0, 𝜒(0) > 0.
We rewrite equation (2.1) in a compact form:

𝜃𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥) = 𝑓(𝑡, 𝑥) +𝐶𝜃𝑥𝑥(𝑡, 𝑥)− 𝑎(0)𝜃(𝑡, 𝑥) +

𝑡∫︁
0

(𝐶𝑏(𝑡− 𝜏)𝜃𝑥𝑥(𝜏, 𝑥)− 𝑎′(𝑡− 𝜏)𝜃(𝜏, 𝑥)) 𝑑𝜏 (2.2)

for all 𝑡 ∈ (0, 𝑇 ], 𝑥 ∈ (0, 𝑙) and for this equation we consider a problem with an initial condition

𝜃(0, 𝑥) = 𝜃0(𝑥), (2.3)

and a boundary condition

𝜃(𝑡, 0) = 𝜇1(𝑡), 𝜃(𝑡, 𝑙) = 𝜇2(𝑡); 𝜃0(0) = 𝜇1(0), 𝜃0(𝑙) = 𝜇2(0), (2.4)

where

𝐶 :=
𝑘(0)

𝜒(0)
, 𝑎(𝑡) :=

𝜒′(𝑡)

𝜒(0)
, 𝑏(𝑡) :=

𝑘′(𝑡)

𝑘(0)
, 𝑓(𝑡, 𝑥) :=

𝑟(𝑡, 𝑥)

𝜒(0)
.

In identities (2.3) and (2.4), by 𝜃0(𝑥), 𝜇1(𝑡) and 𝜇1(𝑡) we denote some given functions. If 𝑟(𝑡, 𝑥),
𝜃0(𝑥), 𝑎(𝑡), 𝑏(𝑡), 𝜇1(𝑡), 𝜇2(𝑡) are given functions, then problem on finding the function 𝜃(𝑡, 𝑥)
from (2.2), (2.3), (2.4) is called direct problem. This direct problem was investigated in paper
[32].
We pose an inverse problem. For given functions 𝑟(𝑡, 𝑥), 𝜃0(𝑥), 𝜇1(𝑡), 𝜇2(𝑡) and numbers

𝑘(0) > 0, 𝜒(0) > 0 it is required to determine the kernels 𝑘(𝑡), 𝜒(𝑡) (these functions are
included in the definitions of 𝑎, 𝑏 of the integral terms in (2.2)) using additional conditions
about the solution of the direct problem (2.2), (2.3), (2.4):

𝜃 |𝑥=𝑥0= 𝜓0(𝑡), 𝜃 |𝑥=𝑥1= 𝜓1(𝑡), 𝑥0, 𝑥1 ∈ (0, 𝑙), 𝑡 > 0. (2.5)

Here 𝜓0(𝑡), 𝜓1(𝑡) are also assumed to be given functions.
Since the method for studying the inverse problem allow us to find simultaneously the solution

to the inverse problem and the solution to the direct problem, in what follows we regard the
inverse problem as a problem on determining functions 𝜃(𝑡, 𝑥), 𝑘(𝑡), 𝜒(𝑡) from equations (2.2),
(2.3), (2.4), (2.5).
Let 𝐶𝑚(0; 𝑙) be the class of 𝑚 times continuously differentiable on (0; 𝑙) functions. In the

case 𝑚 = 0 this space coincides with the class of continuous functions. By 𝐶𝑚,𝑛(𝐷𝑇 ) we denote
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the class of 𝑚 times continuously differentiable with respect to 𝑡 and 𝑛 times continuously
differentiable with respect to 𝑥 in the domain 𝐷𝑇 functions,

𝐷𝑇 := {(𝑡, 𝑥) : 0 < 𝑡 ⩽ 𝑇, 0 < 𝑥 < 𝑙}.

We need the following lemma.

Lemma 2.1. Suppose that 𝜒(𝑡) ∈ 𝐶2[0, 𝑇 ], 𝑘(𝑡) ∈ 𝐶1[0, 𝑇 ], 𝑇 > 0 is an arbitrary fixed
number, and 𝜒(0) > 0, 𝑘(0) > 0. Then problem (2.2), (2.3), (2.4), (2.5) is equivalent to the
auxiliary problem on determining the functions 𝜗(𝑥, 𝑡), 𝑎(𝑡), 𝑏(𝑡) :

𝜗𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥) =𝐶𝜗𝑥𝑥(𝑡, 𝑥) + 𝑓𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥)− 𝑎(0)𝜗(𝑡, 𝑥)− 𝑎′(𝑡)𝜃0(𝑥)−
𝑡∫︁

0

𝑎′(𝜏)𝜗(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥)𝑑𝜏+

+ 𝑏(𝑡)𝐶𝜃′′0(𝑥) +

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑅(𝑡− 𝜏)𝐹
(︀
𝜗(𝜏, 𝑥), 𝜗𝜏 (𝜏, 𝑥), 𝑎

′(𝜏), 𝑏(𝜏)
)︀
𝑑𝜏,

(2.6)

𝜗|𝑡=0 = 𝑓(0, 𝑥) + 𝐶𝜃′′0(𝑥)− 𝑎(0)𝜃0(𝑥), (2.7)

𝜗|𝑥=0 = 𝜇′
1(𝑡), 𝜗|𝑥=𝑙 = 𝜇′

2(𝑡), (2.8)

𝜗 |𝑥=𝑥0= 𝜓′
0(𝑡), 𝜗 |𝑥=𝑥1= 𝜓′

1(𝑡), 𝑥0, 𝑥1 ∈ (0, 𝑙), 𝑡 > 0, (2.9)

where

𝜗(𝑡, 𝑥) = 𝜃𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥),

𝐹 is defined as

𝐹
(︀
𝜗(𝑡, 𝑥), 𝜗𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥), 𝑎

′(𝑡), 𝑏(𝑡)
)︀
:=𝜗𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥)− 𝑓𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥) + 𝑎(0)𝜗(𝑡, 𝑥) + 𝑎′(𝑡)𝜃0(𝑥)

+

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑎′(𝜏)𝜗(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥)𝑑𝜏 − 𝑏(𝑡)𝐶𝜃′′0(𝑥)

and 𝑅(𝑡) is the resolvent of kernel 𝑏(𝑡) and they are related by the identity

𝑅(𝑡) = −𝑏(𝑡)−
𝑡∫︁

0

𝑅(𝑡− 𝜏)𝑏(𝜏)𝑑𝜏. (2.10)

Proof. The proof consists of several steps. At the first step, we find 𝜃(𝑡, 𝑥) from the equation
𝜃𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥) = 𝜗(𝑡, 𝑥) :

𝜃(𝑥, 𝑡) =

𝑡∫︁
0

𝜗(𝑥, 𝜏)𝑑𝜏 + 𝜃0(𝑥).

By 𝜗 we denote the function 𝜃𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥) := 𝜗(𝑡, 𝑥). Differentiating (2.2), (2.3), (2.4) with respect
to 𝑡, we obtain the following problem:

𝜃𝑡𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥) =𝑓𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥) + 𝐶𝜃𝑡𝑥𝑥(𝑡, 𝑥)− 𝑎(0)𝜃𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥)−
𝑡∫︁

0

𝑎′(𝜏)𝜃𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥) 𝑑𝜏

+ 𝐶𝑏(𝑡)𝜃′′0(𝑥) +

𝑡∫︁
0

𝐶𝑏(𝜏)𝜃𝑡𝑥𝑥(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥) 𝑑𝜏.

(2.11)

The following statement was proved in [36], [37], see Proposition 2.1 in the cited works.
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Lemma 2.2. If 𝜑(𝑡), 𝜈(𝑡) ∈ 𝐿1[0, 𝑇 ] for a fixed 𝑇 > 0 and 𝜑(𝑡), 𝜈(𝑡) satisfy the integral
equation

𝜈(𝑡) = 𝜑(𝑡) +

𝑡∫︁
0

𝜑(𝑡− 𝜏)𝜈(𝜏) 𝑑𝜏, 𝑡 ∈ [0, 𝑇 ],

then the solution of the integral equation

𝜙(𝑡) = 𝑝(𝑡) +

𝑡∫︁
0

𝜑(𝑡− 𝜏)𝜙(𝜏) 𝑑𝜏, 𝑝(𝑡) ∈ 𝐿1[0, 𝑇 ],

is expressed by formula

𝜙(𝑡) = 𝑝(𝑡) +

𝑡∫︁
0

𝜈(𝑡− 𝜏)𝑝(𝜏) 𝑑𝜏.

We observe that equation (2.11) can be treated as integral Volterra equation of the second
kind with respect to 𝐶𝜗𝑥𝑥(𝑡, 𝑥) (𝜃𝑡𝑥𝑥 = 𝜗𝑥𝑥) with the kernel 𝑏(𝑡),

𝐶𝜗𝑥𝑥(𝑡, 𝑥) =𝜗𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥)− 𝑓𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥) + 𝑎(0)𝜗(𝑡, 𝑥) +

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑎′(𝜏)𝜗(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥) 𝑑𝜏

− 𝐶𝑏(𝑡)𝜃′′0(𝑥)−
𝑡∫︁

0

𝑏(𝜏)𝐶𝜗𝑥𝑥(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥) 𝑑𝜏.

It follows from Lemma 2.2 that the solution of this equation is expressed by the formula

𝐶𝜗𝑥𝑥(𝑡, 𝑥) =𝜗𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥)− 𝑓𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥) + 𝑎(0)𝜗(𝑡, 𝑥) +

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑎′(𝜏)𝜗(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥)𝑑𝜏 − 𝐶𝑏(𝑡)𝜃′′0(𝑥)

−
𝑡∫︁

0

𝑅(𝑡− 𝜏)

(︃
𝜗𝜏 (𝜏, 𝑥)− 𝑓𝜏 (𝜏, 𝑥) + 𝑎(0)𝜗(𝜏, 𝑥)

+

𝜏∫︁
0

𝑎′(𝛼)𝜗(𝜏 − 𝛼, 𝑥)𝑑𝛼− 𝐶𝑏(𝜏)𝜃′′0(𝑥)

)︃
𝑑𝜏.

Using the notation 𝜃𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥) = 𝜗(𝑡, 𝑥), we derive equation (2.7) from equations (2.2) and (2.3),
boundary condition (2.8) from identity (2.4) and also additional condition (2.9) from equation
(2.5). The proof is complete.

Theorem 2.1. Let

𝜃0(𝑥) ∈ 𝐶2[0, 𝑙], 𝑓(𝑡, 𝑥) ∈ 𝐶1,0(𝐷𝑇 ),

𝑎(𝑡), 𝜇1(𝑡), 𝜇2(𝑡) ∈ 𝐶1[0, 𝑇 ], 𝑅(𝑡), 𝑏(𝑡) ∈ 𝐶[0, 𝑇 ], 𝐶 > 0

and the matching conditions

𝑓(0, 0) + 𝐶𝜃′′0(0)− 𝑎(0)𝜃0(0) = 𝜇′
1(0), 𝑓(0, 𝑙) + 𝐶𝜃′′0(𝑙)− 𝑎(0)𝜃0(𝑙) = 𝜇2(0)

are satisfied. Then there exists a unique classical solution 𝜗(𝑡, 𝑥) to problem (2.6), (2.7), (2.8)
in the class 𝐶1,2(𝐷𝑇 ).

This theorem can be proved similarly to Theorem 1 in [32].
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3. Reduction of problem (2.6), (2.7), (2.8), (2.9) to integral equations

In this section, we reduce problem (2.6), (2.7), (2.8), (2.9) to a closed system of nonlinear
integral equations with respect to 𝜗(𝑡, 𝑥), 𝑎(𝑡), 𝑏(𝑡) and some of their combinations.
The solution of initial boundary problem (2.6),(2.7), (2.8) satisfies the integral equation, see

[39]:

𝜗(𝑡, 𝑥) =Ψ(𝑡, 𝑥) +

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)
(︁
𝐶𝑏(𝜏)𝜃′′0(𝜉)− 𝑎(0)𝜗(𝜏, 𝜉)− 𝑎′(𝜏)𝜃0(𝜉)

)︁
𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

−
𝑡∫︁

0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)

𝜏∫︁
0

𝑎′(𝛼)𝜗(𝜏 − 𝛼, 𝜉) 𝑑𝛼𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

+

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)

𝜏∫︁
0

𝑅(𝜏 − 𝛼)

(︃
𝜗𝛼(𝛼, 𝜉)− 𝑓𝛼(𝛼, 𝜉) + 𝑎(0)𝜗(𝛼, 𝜉)

+ 𝑎′(𝛼)𝜃0(𝜉) +

𝛼∫︁
0

𝑎′(𝛽)𝜗(𝛼− 𝛽, 𝜉) 𝑑𝛽 − 𝑏(𝛼)𝐶𝜃′′0(𝜉)

)︃
𝑑𝛼𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏 ,

(3.1)

where

Ψ(𝑡, 𝑥) =

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺(𝑡, 𝑥, 𝜉)
(︀
𝑓(0, 𝜉) + 𝐶𝜃0(𝜉)− 𝑎(0)𝜃0(𝜉)

)︀
𝑑𝜉

+

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)𝑓𝜏 (𝜏, 𝜉) 𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

+
∞∑︁
𝑛=1

𝑡∫︁
0

2𝜋𝑛

𝑙2
(︀
𝜇′
1(𝜏)− (−1)𝑛𝜇′

2(𝜏)
)︀
𝑒−

𝜋2𝑛2

𝑙2
𝐶(𝑡−𝜏) sin

𝜋𝑛

𝑙
𝑥 𝑑𝜏,

𝐺(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉) =
2

𝑙

∞∑︁
𝑛=1

𝑒−
𝜋2𝑛2

𝑙2
𝐶(𝑡−𝜏) sin

𝜋𝑛

𝑙
𝜉 sin

𝜋𝑛

𝑙
𝑥

is the Green function of the first initial-boundary problem for heat equation.
We differentiate equation (3.1) with respect to 𝑡 and taking into account the relations

lim
𝑡→0

𝐺(𝑡, 𝑥, 𝜉) = 𝛿(𝑥− 𝜉),

lim
𝑡→0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺(𝑡, 𝑥, 𝜉)𝜃0(𝜉) 𝑑𝜉 = 𝜃0(𝑥),
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where 𝛿(·) is the Dirac delta function, we rewrite the result as

𝜗𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥) =Ψ𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥) + 𝐶𝑏(𝑡)𝜃′′0(𝑥)− 𝑎(0)𝜗(𝑡, 𝑥)− 𝑎′(𝑡)𝜃0(𝑥)

+

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)
(︀
𝐶𝑏(𝜏)𝜃′′0(𝜉)− 𝑎(0)𝜗(𝜏, 𝜉)− 𝑎′(𝜏)𝜃0(𝜉)

)︀
𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

−
𝑡∫︁

0

𝑎′(𝜏)𝜗(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥)𝑑𝜏 −
𝑡∫︁

0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)

𝜏∫︁
0

𝑎′(𝛼)𝜗(𝜏 − 𝛼, 𝜉) 𝑑𝛼𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

−
𝑡∫︁

0

𝑅(𝑡− 𝜏)

(︃
𝜗𝜏 (𝜏, 𝑥)− 𝑓𝜏 (𝜏, 𝑥) + 𝑎(0)𝜗(𝜏, 𝑥) + 𝑎′(𝜏)𝜃0(𝑥)− 𝑏(𝜏)𝐶𝜃′′0(𝑥)

+

𝜏∫︁
0

𝑎′(𝛼)𝜗(𝜏 − 𝛼, 𝑥) 𝑑𝛼

)︃
𝑑𝜏 −

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)

𝜏∫︁
0

𝑅(𝜏 − 𝛼)

(︃
𝜗𝛼(𝛼, 𝜉)− 𝑓𝛼(𝛼, 𝜉)

+ 𝑎(0)𝜗(𝛼, 𝜉) + 𝑎′(𝛼)𝜃0(𝜉) +

𝛼∫︁
0

𝑎′(𝛽)𝜗(𝛼− 𝛽, 𝜉)𝑑𝛽 − 𝑏(𝛼)𝐶𝜃′′0(𝜉)

)︃
𝑑𝛼𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏.

(3.2)
Using conditions (2.9), from the above equation we obtain the integral equations of the second
order with respect to unknown functions 𝑎′(𝑡), 𝑏(𝑡) :

𝑎′(𝑡) =
1

∆

(︁
𝜃′′0(𝑥1)(Ψ𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥0)− 𝑎(0)𝜓′

0(𝑡)− 𝜓′′
0(𝑡))− 𝜃′′0(𝑥0)(Ψ𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥1)− 𝑎(0)𝜓′

1(𝑡)− 𝜓′′
1(𝑡))

)︁
+

1

∆

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

(︁
𝜃′′0(𝑥1)𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥0, 𝜉)− 𝜃′′0(𝑥0)𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥1, 𝜉)

)︁(︁
𝑏(𝜏)𝜃′′0(𝜉)− 𝑎(0)𝜗(𝜏, 𝜉)

− 𝑎′(𝜏)𝜃0(𝜉)
)︁
𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏 − 1

∆

(︃
𝜃′′0(𝑥1)

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑎′(𝜏)𝜓′
1(𝑡− 𝜏) 𝑑𝜏 − 𝜃′′0(𝑥0)

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑎′(𝜏)𝜓′
0(𝑡− 𝜏) 𝑑𝜏

)︃

− 1

∆

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

(︁
𝜃′′0(𝑥1)𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥0, 𝜉)− 𝜃′′0(𝑥0)𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥1, 𝜉)

)︁ 𝜏∫︁
0

𝑎′(𝛼)𝜗(𝜏 − 𝛼, 𝜉) 𝑑𝛼𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

+
1

∆

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑅(𝑡− 𝜏)
(︁
𝜃′′0(𝑥1)𝐹 (𝜗(𝜏, 𝑥0), 𝜗𝜏 (𝜏, 𝑥0), 𝑎

′(𝜏), 𝑏(𝜏))

− 𝜃′′0(𝑥0)𝐹 (𝜗(𝜏, 𝑥1), 𝜗𝜏 (𝜏, 𝑥1), 𝑎
′(𝜏), 𝑏(𝜏))

)︁
𝑑𝜏

+
1

∆

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

(︁
𝜃′′0(𝑥1)𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥0, 𝜉)− 𝜃′′0(𝑥0)𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥1, 𝜉)

)︁

·
𝜏∫︁

0

𝑅(𝜏 − 𝛼)𝐹 (𝜗(𝛼, 𝜉), 𝜗𝛼(𝛼, 𝜉), 𝑎
′(𝛼), 𝑏(𝛼)) 𝑑𝛼𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏,

(3.3)
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where ∆ = 𝜃0(𝑥0)𝜃
′′
0(𝑥1)− 𝜃0(𝑥1)𝜃

′′
0(𝑥0),

𝑏(𝑡) =
1

𝐶∆

(︁
𝜃0(𝑥1)(Ψ𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥0)− 𝑎(0)𝜓′

0(𝑡)− 𝜓′′
0(𝑡))− 𝜃0(𝑥0)(Ψ𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥1)− 𝑎(0)𝜓′

1(𝑡)− 𝜓′′
1(𝑡))

)︁
+

1

𝐶∆

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

(︁
𝜃0(𝑥1)𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥0, 𝜉)− 𝜃0(𝑥0)𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥1, 𝜉)

)︁(︁
𝑏(𝜏)𝜃′′0(𝜉)− 𝑎(0)𝜗(𝜏, 𝜉)

− 𝑎′(𝜏)𝜃0(𝜉)
)︁
𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏 − 1

𝐶∆

(︃
𝜃0(𝑥1)

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑎′(𝜏)𝜓′
1(𝑡− 𝜏)𝑑𝜏 − 𝜃0(𝑥0)

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑎′(𝜏)𝜓′
0(𝑡− 𝜏) 𝑑𝜏

)︃

− 1

𝐶∆

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

(︁
𝜃0(𝑥1)𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥0, 𝜉)− 𝜃0(𝑥0)𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥1, 𝜉)

)︁ 𝜏∫︁
0

𝑎′(𝛼)𝜗(𝜏 − 𝛼, 𝜉) 𝑑𝛼𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

− 1

𝐶∆

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑅(𝑡− 𝜏)
(︀
𝜃0(𝑥1)𝐹 (𝜗(𝜏, 𝑥0), 𝜗𝜏 (𝜏, 𝑥0), 𝑎

′(𝜏), 𝑏(𝜏))

− 𝜃0(𝑥0)𝐹 (𝜗(𝜏, 𝑥1), 𝜗𝜏 (𝜏, 𝑥1), 𝑎
′(𝜏), 𝑏(𝜏))

)︁
𝑑𝜏

+
1

𝐶∆

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

(︁
𝜃0(𝑥1)𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥0, 𝜉)− 𝜃0(𝑥0)𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥1, 𝜉)

)︁

·
𝜏∫︁

0

𝑅(𝜏 − 𝛼)𝐹 (𝜗(𝛼, 𝜉), 𝜗𝛼(𝛼, 𝜉), 𝑎
′(𝛼), 𝑏(𝛼)) 𝑑𝛼𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏.

(3.4)

4. Main result and its proof

The main result of this work is a theorem on existence and uniqueness of the solution to
integral equations (2.10), (3.1), (3.2), (3.3), (3.4).

Theorem 4.1. Assume that

𝜃0(𝑥) ∈ 𝐶2[0, 𝑙], 𝜓0(𝑡), 𝜓1(𝑡) ∈ 𝐶2[0;𝑇 ], 𝜇𝑖(𝑡) ∈ 𝐶2[0, 𝑇 ], 𝑖 = 1, 2,

𝜃0(𝑥0) = 𝜓1(0), 𝜃0(𝑥1) = 𝜓2(0), ∆ ̸= 0, 𝜃0(0) = 𝜇1(0), 𝜃0(𝑙) = 𝜇2(0).

Then there exists a sufficiently small number 𝑇 * ∈ (0, 𝑇 ) that integral equations (2.10), (3.1),
(3.2), (3.3), (3.4) are uniquely solvable in the class of functions 𝜗(𝑡, 𝑥) ∈ 𝐶1,2(𝐷𝑇 *), 𝑎(𝑡) ∈
𝐶2[0, 𝑇 *], 𝑏(𝑡) ∈ 𝐶1[0;𝑇 *], 𝐷𝑇 * =

{︁
(𝑥, 𝑡)|𝑥 ∈ (0, 𝑙), 𝑡 ∈ (0, 𝑇 *]

}︁
.

Proof. We represent the system of equations (2.10)and (3.1)-(3.4) in the form

𝐴ℎ = ℎ, (4.1)

where

ℎ =
(︁
ℎ1, ℎ2, ℎ3, ℎ4, ℎ5

)︁
=
(︁
𝜗(𝑡, 𝑥), 𝜗𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥)− 𝐶𝜃′′0(𝑥)𝑏(𝑡) + 𝑎(0)𝜗(𝑡, 𝑥) + 𝑎′(𝑡)𝜃0(𝑥), 𝑎

′(𝑡), 𝑏(𝑡), 𝑅(𝑡) + 𝑏(𝑡)
)︁
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is the vector-function and the unknown functions are represented by functions ℎ1, ℎ2, ℎ3, ℎ4,
ℎ5 as follows:

𝜗(𝑡, 𝑥) = ℎ1(𝑡), 𝜗𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥) = ℎ2(𝑡, 𝑥) + 𝐶𝜃′′0(𝑥)ℎ4(𝑡)− 𝑎(0)ℎ1(𝑡, 𝑥)− 𝜃0(𝑥)ℎ3(𝑡),

𝑎′(𝑡) = ℎ3(𝑡), 𝑏(𝑡) = ℎ4(𝑡), 𝑅(𝑡) = ℎ5(𝑡)− ℎ4(𝑡).

The operator 𝐴 = (𝐴1, 𝐴2, 𝐴3, 𝐴4, 𝐴5) is defined as

𝐴1ℎ =ℎ01 +

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)
(︁
𝐶ℎ4(𝜏)𝜃

′′
0(𝜉)− 𝑎(0)ℎ1(𝜏, 𝜉)− ℎ3(𝜏)𝜃0(𝜉)

)︁
𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

−
𝑡∫︁

0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)

𝜏∫︁
0

ℎ3(𝛼)ℎ1(𝜏 − 𝛼, 𝜉)𝑑𝛼𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏 +

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)

·
𝜏∫︁

0

(ℎ5(𝜏 − 𝛼)− ℎ4(𝜏 − 𝛼))

(︃
ℎ2(𝛼, 𝜉)− 𝑓𝛼(𝛼, 𝜉) +

𝑡∫︁
0

ℎ3(𝛽)ℎ1(𝛼− 𝛽, 𝜉)𝑑𝛽)

)︃
𝑑𝛼𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏 ,

𝐴2ℎ =ℎ02 +

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)
(︁
𝐶ℎ4(𝜏)𝜃

′′
0(𝜉)− 𝑎(0)ℎ1(𝜏, 𝜉)− ℎ3(𝜏)𝜃0(𝜉)

)︁
𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

−
𝑡∫︁

0

ℎ3(𝜏)ℎ1(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥)𝑑𝜏 −
𝑡∫︁

0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)

𝜏∫︁
0

ℎ3(𝛼)ℎ1(𝜏 − 𝛼, 𝜉)𝑑𝛼𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

−
𝑡∫︁

0

[ℎ5(𝑡− 𝜏)− ℎ4(𝑡− 𝜏)]
(︁
ℎ2(𝜏, 𝑥)− 𝑓𝜏 (𝜏, 𝑥) +

𝜏∫︁
0

ℎ3(𝛼)ℎ1(𝜏 − 𝛼, 𝑥)𝑑𝛼
)︁
𝑑𝜏

−
𝑡∫︁

0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)

𝜏∫︁
0

(︁
ℎ5(𝜏 − 𝛼)− ℎ4(𝜏 − 𝛼)

)︁

·

(︃
ℎ2(𝛼, 𝜉)− 𝑓𝛼(𝛼, 𝜉) +

𝛼∫︁
0

ℎ3(𝛽)ℎ1(𝛼− 𝛽, 𝜉)𝑑𝛽

)︃
𝑑𝛼𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏,

𝐴𝑗ℎ =ℎ0𝑗 +
1

𝐶𝑗−3∆

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

(︁
𝜃
(8−2𝑗)
0 (𝑥1)𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥0, 𝜉)− 𝜃

(8−2𝑗)
0 (𝑥0)𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥1, 𝜉)

)︁
·
(︁
ℎ4(𝜏)𝜃

′′
0(𝜉)− 𝑎(0)ℎ1(𝜏, 𝜉)− ℎ3(𝜏)𝜃0(𝜉)

)︁
𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

− 1

𝐶𝑗−3∆
(𝜃

(8−2𝑗)
0 (𝑥1)

𝑡∫︁
0

ℎ3(𝜏)𝜓
′
1(𝑡− 𝜏)𝑑𝜏 − 𝜃

(8−2𝑗)
0 (𝑥0)

𝑡∫︁
0

ℎ3(𝜏)𝜓
′
0(𝑡− 𝜏)𝑑𝜏)

− 1

𝐶𝑗−3∆

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

(︁
𝜃
(8−2𝑗)
0 (𝑥1)𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥0, 𝜉)− 𝜃

(8−2𝑗)
0 (𝑥0)𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥1, 𝜉)

)︁

×
𝜏∫︁

0

ℎ3(𝛼)ℎ1(𝜏 − 𝛼, 𝜉) 𝑑𝛼𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏 +
𝜃
(8−2𝑗)
0 (𝑥1)

∆

𝑡∫︁
0

(︀
ℎ5(𝑡− 𝜏)− ℎ4(𝑡− 𝜏)

)︀
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·

(︃
𝜓′′
0(𝜏)− 𝑓𝜏 (𝜏, 𝑥0) + 𝑎(0)𝜓′

0(𝜏) + ℎ3(𝜏)𝜃
(8−2𝑗)
0 (𝑥0) +

𝜏∫︁
0

ℎ3(𝛼)𝜓
′
0(𝜏 − 𝛼) 𝑑𝛼

)︃
𝑑𝜏

− 𝜃
(8−2𝑗)
0 (𝑥0)

𝐶𝑗−3∆

𝑡∫︁
0

(︀
ℎ5(𝑡− 𝜏)− ℎ4(𝑡− 𝜏)

)︀(︁
𝜓′′
1(𝜏)− 𝑓𝜏 (𝜏, 𝑥1) + 𝑎(0)𝜓′

1(𝜏)

+ ℎ3(𝜏)𝜃
(8−2𝑗)
0 (𝑥1) +

𝜏∫︁
0

ℎ3(𝛼)𝜓
′
1(𝜏 − 𝛼) 𝑑𝛼

)︃
𝑑𝜏

+
1

𝐶𝑗−3∆

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

(︀
𝜃
(8−2𝑗)
0 (𝑥1)𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥0, 𝜉)− 𝜃

(8−2𝑗)
0 (𝑥0)𝐺𝑡(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥1, 𝜉)

)︀

·
𝜏∫︁

0

(︀
ℎ5(𝜏 − 𝛼)− ℎ4(𝜏 − 𝛼)

)︀(︃
ℎ2(𝛼, 𝜉)− 𝑓𝛼(𝛼, 𝜉) +

𝛼∫︁
0

ℎ3(𝛽)ℎ1(𝛼− 𝛽, 𝜉) 𝑑𝛽

)︃
𝑑𝛼𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏,

here 𝜃
(8−2𝑗)
0 (𝑥𝑖) is the value of the (8 − 2𝑗)th derivative of the function 𝜃0(𝑥) at the points

𝑥 = 𝑥𝑖, 𝑗 = 3, 4, 𝑖 = 0, 1;

𝐴5ℎ = ℎ05 +

𝑡∫︁
0

ℎ5(𝑡− 𝜏)ℎ4(𝜏) 𝑑𝜏 +

𝑡∫︁
0

ℎ4(𝑡− 𝜏)ℎ4(𝜏) 𝑑𝜏.

Denote

ℎ0(𝑡, 𝑥) :=
(︁
ℎ01(𝑡, 𝑥), ℎ02(𝑡, 𝑥), ℎ03(𝑡), ℎ04(𝑡), ℎ05(𝑡)

)︁
:=
(︁
Ψ(𝑡, 𝑥),Ψ𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥),

1

𝐶𝑗−3∆

(︀
𝜃
(8−2𝑗)
0 (𝑥1)(Ψ𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥0)− 𝑎(0)𝜓′

0(𝑡)− 𝜓′′
0(𝑡))

− 𝜃
(8−2𝑗)
0 (𝑥0)(Ψ𝑡(𝑡, 𝑥1)− 𝑎(0)𝜓′

1(𝑡)− 𝜓′′
1(𝑡))

)︀
, (𝑗 = 3, 4), 0

)︁
.

We also introduce the class of all real-valued vector functions continuous in the domain 𝐷𝑇

with values in R5; we denote this space by 𝐶
(︀
𝐷𝑇 ,R

5
)︀
. The norm on this space is introduced

as

‖ℎ‖ = max
{︁

max
(𝑥,𝑡)∈𝐷𝑇

|ℎ𝑖(𝑥, 𝑡)|, 𝑖 = 1, 2; max
𝑡∈[0,𝑇 ]

|ℎ𝑗(𝑡)|, 𝑗 = 3, 4, 5
}︁
,

It is clear that the operator 𝐴 acts from the space 𝐶
(︀
𝐷𝑇 , R

5
)︀
into itself.

We observe that

‖ℎ0‖ = max
{︁

max
(𝑥,𝑡)∈𝐷𝑇

|ℎ0𝑖(𝑥, 𝑡)|, 𝑖 = 1, 2; max
𝑡∈[0,𝑇 ]

|ℎ0𝑗(𝑡)|, 𝑗 = 3, 4, 5
}︁
.

By 𝑆(ℎ0, ‖ℎ0‖) we denote the ball of vector-functions ℎ ∈ 𝐶
(︀
𝐷𝑇 ,R

5
)︀
with center at the point

ℎ0 and radius ‖ℎ0‖, that is,

𝑆(ℎ0, ‖ℎ0‖) =
{︁
ℎ : ‖ℎ− ℎ0‖ ⩽ ‖ℎ0‖

}︁
⊂ 𝐶

(︀
𝐷𝑇 ,R

5
)︀
.

It is clear that ‖ℎ‖ ⩽ 2‖ℎ0‖ for ℎ(𝑥, 𝑡) ∈ 𝑆(ℎ0, ‖ℎ0‖). We are going to prove that the operator
𝐴 is contracting in the Banach space 𝑆(ℎ0, ‖ℎ0‖) if the number 𝑇 is chosen in a suitable way.
We begin by checking the first condition of contractive mapping, see [38], for the operator

𝐴. We let

𝑀0 := ‖𝜃0‖𝐶2[0,𝑙], 𝑀1 := ‖𝑓‖𝐶1(𝐷𝑇 ), 𝑀2 := {‖𝜓𝑖‖𝐶2[0,𝑇 ], 𝑖 = 0, 1}.
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Let ℎ(𝑥, 𝑡) be an element in 𝑆(ℎ0, ‖ℎ0‖), that is, ℎ(𝑥, 𝑡) ∈ 𝑆(ℎ0, ‖ℎ0‖). Then for (𝑥, 𝑡) ∈ 𝐷𝑇

we have the estimates

‖𝐴1ℎ− ℎ01‖ = max
(𝑥,𝑡)∈𝐷𝑇

|(𝐴1ℎ− ℎ01)|

⩽ max
(𝑥,𝑡)∈𝐷𝑇

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)
(︁
𝐶ℎ4(𝜏)𝜃

′′
0(𝜉)− 𝑎(0)ℎ1(𝜏, 𝜉)− ℎ3(𝜏)𝜃0(𝜉)

)︁
𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

+ max
(𝑥,𝑡)∈𝐷𝑇

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)

𝜏∫︁
0

ℎ3(𝛼)ℎ1(𝜏 − 𝛼, 𝜉)𝑑𝛼𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

+ max
(𝑥,𝑡)∈𝐷𝑇

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)

𝜏∫︁
0

(ℎ5(𝜏 − 𝛼)− ℎ4(𝜏 − 𝛼))[ℎ2(𝛼, 𝜉)− 𝑓𝛼(𝛼, 𝜉)

+

𝛼∫︁
0

ℎ3(𝛽)ℎ1(𝛼− 𝛽, 𝜉)𝑑𝛽)]𝑑𝛼𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

⩽
(︁
2𝑇 (𝐶𝑀0 + 𝑎(0) +𝑀0) + (6‖ℎ0‖+ 4𝑀1)𝑇

2 +
4‖ℎ0‖2𝑇 3

3

)︁
‖ℎ0‖,

‖𝐴2ℎ− ℎ02‖ = max
(𝑥,𝑡)∈𝐷𝑇

⃒⃒
(𝐴2ℎ− ℎ02)

⃒⃒
⩽

(︃
16‖ℎ0‖2𝑇 3

3𝑙
+

(︂
8‖ℎ0‖2 +

4𝑀1 + 12‖ℎ0‖
𝑙

)︂
𝑇 2

+

(︂
4𝐶𝑀0 + 4𝑎(0) + 4𝐶

𝑙
+ 12‖ℎ0‖+ 4𝑀1

)︂
𝑇

)︃
‖ℎ0‖,

‖𝐴𝑗ℎ− ℎ0𝑗‖ ⩽
8𝑀0

𝐶𝑗−3𝑙∆

(︁(︁
2𝑀0 + 𝑎(0) + 1, 5𝑙𝑀2 + 𝑙𝑀1 + 𝑙𝑎(0)𝑀2 + 2𝑀0‖ℎ0‖

)︁
𝑇

+
(︁
3‖ℎ0‖+𝑀1 + 2𝑙𝑀2‖ℎ0‖

)︁
𝑇 2 + 4‖ℎ0‖2𝑇 3

)︁
‖ℎ0‖, 𝑗 = 3, 4,

‖𝐴5ℎ− ℎ05‖ ⩽8‖ℎ0‖2𝑇.

As a result we conclude that if 𝑇 satisfies the inequalities

2𝑇 (𝐶𝑀0 + 𝑎(0) +𝑀0) + (6‖ℎ0‖+ 4𝑀1)𝑇
2 +

4‖ℎ0‖2𝑇 3

3
⩽ 1,

16‖ℎ0‖2𝑇 3

3𝑙
+

(︂
8‖ℎ0‖2 +

4𝑀1 + 12‖ℎ0‖
𝑙

)︂
𝑇 2

+

(︂
4𝐶𝑀0 + 4𝑎(0) + 4𝐶

𝑙
+ 12‖ℎ0‖+ 4𝑀1

)︂
𝑇 ⩽ 1,

8𝑀0

𝐶𝑗−3𝑙∆

(︁(︀
2𝑀0 + 𝑎(0) + 1, 5𝑙𝑀2 + 𝑙𝑀1 + 𝑙𝑎(0)𝑀2 + 2𝑀0‖ℎ0‖

)︀
𝑇

+
(︁
3‖ℎ0‖+𝑀1 + 2𝑙𝑀2‖ℎ0‖

)︁
𝑇 2 + 4‖ℎ0‖2𝑇 3

)︁
⩽ 1, 𝑗 = 3, 4,

8‖ℎ0‖𝑇 ⩽ 1,

(4.2)

then operator 𝐴 maps 𝑆(ℎ0, ‖ℎ0‖) into itself, that is, 𝐴ℎ ∈ 𝑆(ℎ0, ‖ℎ0‖).
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We proceed to checking the second condition of contractive mapping. In accordance with
(3.1) for the first component of operator 𝐴 we have:

‖(𝐴ℎ1 − 𝐴ℎ2)1‖ = max
(𝑥,𝑡)∈𝐷𝑇

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)𝐶
[︁
ℎ14(𝜏)− ℎ24(𝜏)

]︁
𝜃′′0(𝜉)𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

+ max
(𝑥,𝑡)∈𝐷𝑇

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)𝑎(0)
(︀
ℎ11(𝜏, 𝜉)− ℎ21(𝜏, 𝜉)

)︀
𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

+ max
(𝑥,𝑡)∈𝐷𝑇

⃒⃒⃒
𝑔

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)
(︀
ℎ13(𝜏)− ℎ23(𝜏)

)︀
𝜃0(𝜉) 𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

+ max
(𝑥,𝑡)∈𝐷𝑇

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)

𝜏∫︁
0

(︀
ℎ13(𝛼)ℎ

1
1(𝜏 − 𝛼, 𝜉)− ℎ23(𝛼)ℎ

2
1(𝜏 − 𝛼, 𝜉)

)︀
𝑑𝛼𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

+ max
(𝑥,𝑡)∈𝐷𝑇

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)

𝜏∫︁
0

(︀
ℎ15(𝜏 − 𝛼)ℎ12(𝛼, 𝜉)− ℎ25(𝜏 − 𝛼)ℎ22(𝛼, 𝜉)

)︀
𝑑𝛼𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

+ max
(𝑥,𝑡)∈𝐷𝑇

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)

𝜏∫︁
0

(︀
ℎ15(𝜏 − 𝛼)− ℎ25(𝜏 − 𝛼)

)︀
𝑓𝛼(𝛼, 𝜉) 𝑑𝛼𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

+ max
(𝑥,𝑡)∈𝐷𝑇

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)

(︃ 𝜏∫︁
0

ℎ15(𝜏 − 𝛼)

𝛼∫︁
0

ℎ13(𝛽)ℎ
1
1(𝛼− 𝛽, 𝜉) 𝑑𝛽𝑑𝛼

−
𝜏∫︁

0

ℎ25(𝜏 − 𝛼)

𝛼∫︁
0

ℎ23(𝛽)ℎ
2
1(𝛼− 𝛽, 𝜉) 𝑑𝛽𝑑𝛼]𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

+ max
(𝑥,𝑡)∈𝐷𝑇

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)

𝜏∫︁
0

(︀
ℎ14(𝜏 − 𝛼)ℎ12(𝛼, 𝜉)− ℎ24(𝜏 − 𝛼)ℎ22(𝛼, 𝜉)

)︀
𝑑𝛼𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

+ max
(𝑥,𝑡)∈𝐷𝑇

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)

𝜏∫︁
0

(︀
ℎ14(𝜏 − 𝛼)− ℎ24(𝜏 − 𝛼)

)︀
𝑓𝛼(𝛼, 𝜉) 𝑑𝛼𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

+ max
(𝑥,𝑡)∈𝐷𝑇

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑙∫︁
0

𝐺(𝑡− 𝜏, 𝑥, 𝜉)

(︃ 𝜏∫︁
0

ℎ14(𝜏 − 𝛼)

𝛼∫︁
0

ℎ13(𝛽)ℎ
1
1(𝛼− 𝛽, 𝜉) 𝑑𝛽𝑑𝛼

−
𝜏∫︁

0

ℎ24(𝜏 − 𝛼)

𝛼∫︁
0

ℎ23(𝛽)ℎ
2
1(𝛼− 𝛽, 𝜉)𝑑𝛽𝑑𝛼

)︃
𝑑𝜉𝑑𝜏

⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒.

To estimate the integrands, we use the following inequalities:

‖ℎ12ℎ11 − ℎ22ℎ
2
1‖ = ‖(ℎ12 − ℎ22)ℎ

1
1 + ℎ22(ℎ

1
1 − ℎ21)‖

⩽ 2‖ℎ1 − ℎ2‖max
(︀
‖ℎ11‖, ‖ℎ22‖

)︀
⩽ 4‖ℎ0‖‖ℎ1 − ℎ2‖,

‖ℎ11ℎ12ℎ13 − ℎ21ℎ
2
2ℎ

2
3‖ = ‖(ℎ11 − ℎ21)ℎ

1
2ℎ

1
3 + (ℎ12 − ℎ22)ℎ

2
1ℎ

1
3 + (ℎ13 − ℎ23)ℎ

2
1ℎ

2
2‖
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⩽ 3‖ℎ1 − ℎ2‖max
(︀
‖ℎ13ℎ12‖, ‖ℎ21ℎ13‖, ‖ℎ21ℎ22‖

)︀
⩽ 12‖ℎ0‖2‖ℎ1 − ℎ2‖.

Therefore,

‖(𝐴ℎ1 − 𝐴ℎ2)1‖ ⩽
(︀
𝐶𝑀0 + 𝑎(0) +𝑀0

)︀
𝑇‖ℎ1 − ℎ2‖

+ (10‖ℎ0‖+𝑀1)𝑇
2‖ℎ1 − ℎ2‖+ 4‖ℎ0‖2𝑇 3‖ℎ1 − ℎ2‖.

The other components can be estimated in a similar way:

‖(𝐴ℎ1 − 𝐴ℎ2)2‖ ⩽

(︂(︂
2

𝑙
𝐶𝑀0 +

2

𝑙
𝑎(0) +

2

𝑙
𝑀0 + 12‖ℎ0‖+ 2𝑓0

)︂
𝑇

+

(︂
12‖ℎ0‖

𝑙
+ 6‖ℎ0‖2 +

2𝑀1

𝑙

)︂
𝑇 2 + 4‖ℎ0‖2𝑇 3

)︂
‖ℎ1 − ℎ2‖,

‖(𝐴ℎ1 − 𝐴ℎ2)𝑗‖ ⩽
4𝑀0

𝐶𝑗−3∆

(︁
(2𝑀0 + 𝑎(0) +𝑀1 + 𝑎(0)𝑀2 + 4𝑀0‖ℎ0‖)𝑇

+ (6‖ℎ0‖+ 2𝑀2‖ℎ0‖+𝑀1)𝑇
2 + 8‖ℎ0‖2𝑇 3

)︁
‖ℎ1 − ℎ2‖, 𝑗 = 3, 4,

‖(𝐴ℎ1 − 𝐴ℎ2)5‖ ⩽ 8‖ℎ0‖𝑇‖ℎ1 − ℎ2‖.

If 𝑇 satisfies the inequalities(︁
𝐶𝑀0 + 𝑎(0) +𝑀0

)︁
𝑇 +

(︁
10‖ℎ0‖+𝑀1

)︁
𝑇 2 + 4‖ℎ0‖2𝑇 3 < 1,(︂

2

𝑙
𝐶𝑀0 +

2

𝑙
𝑎(0) +

2

𝑙
𝑀0 + 12‖ℎ0‖+ 2𝑓0

)︂
𝑇

+

(︂
12‖ℎ0‖

𝑙
+ 6‖ℎ0‖2 +

2𝑀1

𝑙

)︂
𝑇 2 + 4‖ℎ0‖2𝑇 3 < 1,

4𝑀0

𝐶𝑗−3∆

(︁
(2𝑀0 + 𝑎(0) +𝑀1 + 𝑎(0)𝑀2 + 4𝑀0‖ℎ0‖)𝑇

+ (6‖ℎ0‖+ 2𝑀2‖ℎ0‖+𝑀1)𝑇
2 + 8‖ℎ0‖2𝑇 3

)︁
< 1,

8‖ℎ0‖𝑇 ⩽ 1,

(4.3)

then the operator 𝐴 satisfies the second condition of contracting mapping.
Therefore, if the number 𝑇 is small enough to ensure inequalities (4.2) and (4.3), then 𝐴 is

a contraction operator on 𝑆(ℎ0, ‖ℎ0‖) and by the Banach principle, the equation ℎ = 𝐴ℎ has a
unique solution in 𝑆(ℎ0, ‖ℎ0‖).
Since ℎ involves 𝜗 and 𝜗𝑡, this implies that 𝜗 is differentiable in 𝑡. By the proved theorem

this implies that all functions in identity (2.6) are continuous except for 𝜗𝑥𝑥. Since system of
equations (2.6), (2.7), (2.8), (2.9) is equivalent to operator equation (4.1), then 𝜗𝑥𝑥 is continuous,
i.e. 𝜗 is twice continuously differentiable in 𝑥. Thus, 𝜗(𝑡, 𝑥) ∈ 𝐶1,2(𝐷𝑇 ). The proof is complete.

By the known functions 𝑎(𝑡), 𝑏(𝑡), solving the differential equations

𝑎(𝑡) =
𝜒′(𝑡)

𝜒(0)
, 𝑏(𝑡) =

𝑘′(𝑡)

𝑘(0)
,

we find the functions

𝜒(𝑡) = 𝜒(0) + 𝜒(0)

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑎(𝜏)𝑑𝜏, 𝑘(𝑡) = 𝑘(0) + 𝑘(0)

𝑡∫︁
0

𝑏(𝜏)𝑑𝜏

as solutions to inverse problem (2.2-(2.5).
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5. Conclusion

In this work, inverse problem is considered for determining the kernels 𝜒(𝑡) and 𝑘(𝑡) included
in the system of equations (1.3) by simple observation (2.5) at the points 𝑥0, 𝑥1 ∈ (0, 𝑙) of the
solution of this system with initial and boundary conditions (2.2), (2.3). We obtain conditions
for given functions, under which the inverse problem has unique solutions for a sufficiently small
time interval. We note that global solvability of this kind of problems is an open issue.
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